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Hotel deal
‘close’ in bid
to save halls

Developer to submit
new blueprint over
historic building

By CAROLINE WILSON

A CAMPAIGN to save
one of Glasgow’s most
historic buildings from
demolition may have
reached a major turning
point.

The owners of the
Egyptian Halls, built by
Alexander ‘Greek’ Thomson,
are said to be close to finalis-
ing a hotel deal that could

ensure the preservation of
the A-listed building in
Union Street, opposite
Central Station

The halls, completed in
1872, are recognised as the
finest surviving example of
Thomson’s commercial
buildings.

A source said there had
been a “significant” develop-
ment in the plans.

A new planning applica-
tion is expected to be submit-
ted to Glasgow City Council
later this month.

Last year, the halls’ owner,
Derek Souter, boss of Union
Street Properties, said he
had no option but to demol-
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ish the building because
renovation costs had risen to
£20million.

Thousands of people backed
a Facebook campaign and pe-
tition to save it from the axe

EWe strongly support
any scheme that

conserves and re-uses
its unique place

and a new post on the cam-
paign page says: “The owners
are very close to agreeing the
hotel deal that would under-
pin the 100% preservation of
the Egyptian Halls.”

The Eygptian Halls have been covered up while renovation work drags on

One supporter said: “Here’s
hoping the halls can inspire
a new generation of Glas-
wegian architects to make
such excellent buildings.”

The building has been
lying empty for more than 30
years and is in poor
condition.

A spokesman for Historic
Scotland said: “Egyptian
Halls is one of Glasgow’s
most important buildings.

“It has been underused for
many years and we strongly
support any scheme that con-
serves, re-uses and celebrates
its unique place among the
city’s superb collection of
historic architecture.”
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It is hoped the renovation
could act as a catalyst to
the rejuvenation of Union
Street, which has been
in decline for a number of
years.

A spokesman for the city
council said a planning
application was anticipated.

Union Street Properties
and sister company Union
Street Investments have
so far spent £5m on the
project.

The city council previously
agreed a £1m grant and
Historic Scotland a grant of
about £1.65m.

caroline.wilson@
eveningtimes.co.uk

Town getting
ready to rock
for festival

MUSIC fans will be hit-
ting the town tomorrow
for a rock festival.

The annual Two
Rivers Music Festival in
Paisley will be presented
by Real XS, Renfrew-
shire Council and LnP
Promotions.

A full day of live
music in County Square
will be hosted by Tom
Russell and The Crack
from Real XS.

The line-up includes
Attica Rage, The Wee
Band, Gallus Cooper,
and The Union.

It runs from noon to
8pm. Entry is free and
no ticket is required.

Renfrewshire Council
leader Mark Macmillan
said: “This event show-
cases a wide range of
established and up and
coming performers
from Renfrewshire and
further afield.”

SEND YOUR PIGTURES
OF GLASGOW T0:
yourpics@
eveningtimes.co.uk
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Highgrove Gardens
& the Heart of England
Departing Monday 15 October 2012

HRH The Prince of Wales has spent over 30 years transforming
the grounds of Highgrove from a bleak landscape into one of
the most inspirational and innovative gardens in the land!

« Admission to the Gardens at Highgrove
« Visits to Oxford, Stratford-upon-Avon & Warwick
« Admission to Blenheim Palace
« A cruise on the Manchester Ship Canal from Seacombe to Salford Quays + A coach tour of some of the most picturesque Cotswold
+ 2 nights stay at a 3 or 4 star North West area hotel villages, including Bourton-on-the-Water
nignts stay . « 4 nights stay at the 3 star Brook Madison hotel, Swindon
with dinner & full English breakfast witﬂ dinner & full English breakfast
« Free time in Manchester city centre and Salford Quays
« A visit to Bowness-on-Windermere

Narrowboats & Steam The Manchester Ship Canal

Departing Friday 5 October 2012

Enjoy a fascinating cruise on Britain’s grandest canal
from Liverpool to Manchester, a mighty feat of Victorian
engineering along 35 miles of waterway that features the
only swing aqueduct in the world, seven swing bridges,
four high level road bridges, five level railway viaducts
and five sets of huge locks!

Departing Friday 14 September 2012

See and enjoy the very best of the Lake District and
Yorkshire countryside on this delightful break with
included excursions on a steam-hauled train on the
Lakeside & Haverthwaite railway line, a Lake Windermere
cruise boat, and also, on a canal barge on the historic
Leeds and Liverpool Canal.

« A ride on the Lakeside & Haverthwaite Steam Railway in the
picturesque Leven Valley, a sail on magnificent Lake Windermere
and a leisurely canal cruise from Skipton, the gateway to the Dales

« 2 nights stay at a 3 or 4 star North West area hotel
with dinner & full English breakfast

« Free time in Bowness-on-Windermere and Skipton

3 days, from £199.95 per person 5 days, from £349.95 per person

Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTA V4782. Single supplements apply. Subject to availability.

For more information or to book, please call: 01524 37500 quote GLW
OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.30 SAT 8.45-15.30 SUN 10.00-15.00

or visit: WwWw.eveningtimes.reader.travel

3 days, from £189.95 per person
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